CHRISTIAN STUDY METHODS
1. Assume the Best of God

A. Christians are seeking eternal life and find it in Jesus Christ. “And this is
Iife eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou
hast sent.” (JOHN 17:3)

B. Through studying the Bible, people come to understand Christ and
creation. “For with thee zs the fountain of life: in thy Ilight shall we see light.” (PSALM
36:9)

C. In the Bible, believers find what God wants them to know about eternal
reality. “We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take
heed, as unto a Iight that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star
arise in your hearts:” (2 PETER 1:19)

D. Through Bible study, people progressively develop in the Christian faith.
“But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the
perfect day.” (PROVERBS 4:18)

1I. Apply the Puritan Principle

A. Jesus taught people to come to Him with confidence and expectation.
“Ask; and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find, knock, and it shall be opened unto
you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that
knocketh it shall be opened. Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will
he give him a stone? Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? If ye then, being evil,
know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father
which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?” MATTHEW 7:7-11)

1. What does it say?
2. What does it mean?
3. What do I do about it?

B. Expect to find heaven’s truth in the answers to these questions. “Ifany of
you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men Iiberally, and upbraideth
not; and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that
wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man
think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. A double minded man is unstable in all
his ways.” (JAMES 1:5-8)



C. Do not impose meanings on God or delay till some better time when
seeking what God reveals. “Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon
him while he is near: 1et the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to
our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither
are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so
are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. For as the rain
cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth,
and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:
So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me
vord, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing
whereto I sent it. For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains
and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap
their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier
shall come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the LORD for a name, for an
everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” (ISAIAH 55:6-13)

D. Approach God on His terms and He will be gracious; do not attempt to
make Him small enough to conform to the prejudices of the age. “For thus saith the
high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name zs Holy; I dwell in the high and
holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of
the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.” (ISAIAH 57:15)

II1. Apply the Geometry of Scripture

A. Jesus is identified as the logic or geometry of God; consequently geometry
becomes a Bible study tool. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things
were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him
was life; and the life was the light of men.” (JOHN 1:1-4)

B. Search the Bible with the four primary insights of geometry: Point, line,
plane, and solid. “And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto
Berea: who coming #hither went into the synagogue of the Jews. These were more noble
than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind,
and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so. Therefore many of
them believed; also of honorable women which were Greeks, and of men, not a few.” (ACTS
17:10-12) “But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you
than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so
say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have
received, let him be accursed.” (GALATIANS 1:8-9)

C. A doctrine will follow the Biblical geometry of God’s Word or it will kill. “7
will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my
words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him. And it



shall come to pass, #hat whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he shall
speak in my name, I will require it of him. But the prophet, which shall presume to
speak a word in my name, which I have not commanded him to speak, or that shall
speak in the name of other gods, even that prophet shall die.” (DEUTERONOMY 18:18-20)
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