
Leave the Messy Details to Me 
1 Kings 21:4-19 
 
I. Righteousness Depressed Ahab 
 
 A. When Naboth stood by God's law, Ahab pouted.   And Ahab came 
into his house heavy and displeased because of the word which Naboth the 
Jezreelite had spoken to him: for he had said, I will not give thee the 
inheritance of my fathers. And he laid him down upon his bed, and turned 
away his face, and would eat no bread. (1 Kings 21:4) 
 
 B. Jezebel took an interest in the tantrum.  But Jezebel his wife came to 
him, and said unto him, Why is thy spirit so sad, that thou eatest no bread? (1 
Kings 21:5)  
 
 C. Ahab could not see beyond the frustration of his own selfishness; 
Naboth's reasoning escaped him.  And he said unto her, Because I spake unto 
Naboth the Jezreelite, and said unto him, Give me thy vineyard for money; or 
else, if it please thee, I will give thee another vineyard for it: and he answered, I 
will not give thee my vineyard. (1 Kings 21:6) 
 
II. Jezebel Took Charge 
 
 A. Jezebel offered Ahab a solution; the hook commonly comes baited.  
And Jezebel his wife said unto him, Dost thou now govern the kingdom of 
Israel? arise, and eat bread, and let thine heart be merry: I will give thee the 
vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite. (1 Kings 21:7) along with  "And when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, 
and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did 
eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. (Genesis 3:6) 
 
 B. The queen arranged a judicial murder.  So she wrote letters in Ahab's 
name, and sealed them with his seal, and sent the letters unto the elders and to 
the nobles that were in his city, dwelling with Naboth.  And she wrote in the 
letters, saying, Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on high among the people:  And 
set two men, sons of Belial, before him, to bear witness against him, saying, 
Thou didst blaspheme God and the king. And then carry him out, and stone 
him, that he may die. (1 Kings 21:8-10) 
 
 C. Jezebel's devotion to a religion of sexual indulgence and 
debauchery prepared her to commit murder.   For by means of a whorish 



woman a man is brought to a piece of bread: and the adulteress will hunt for 
the precious life. (Proverbs 6:26) 
 
 D. Conspiracy does not work; no government endorsement can hide 
from heaven the ultimate purpose.  If thou seest the oppression of the poor, 
and violent perverting of judgment and justice in a province, marvel not at the 
matter: for he that is higher than the highest regardeth; and there be higher 
than they. (Ecclesiastes 5:8) 
 
 E. Local officials became willing accomplices.  And the men of his city, 
even the elders and the nobles who were the inhabitants in his city, did as 
Jezebel had sent unto them, and as it was written in the letters which she had 
sent unto them.  They proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth on high among the 
people.  And there came in two men, children of Belial, and sat before him: and 
the men of Belial witnessed against him, even against Naboth, in the presence 
of the people, saying, Naboth did blaspheme God and the king. Then they 
carried him forth out of the city, and stoned him with stones, that he died.  
Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, Naboth is stoned, and is dead. (1 Kings 
21:11-14) 
 
 F. Ahab didn't even pause before enjoying the fruit.  And it came to pass, 
when Jezebel heard that Naboth was stoned, and was dead, that Jezebel said to 
Ahab, Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he 
refused to give thee for money: for Naboth is not alive, but dead.  And it came 
to pass, when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, that Ahab rose up to go 
down to the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to take possession of it. (1 
Kings 21:15-16)  
 
II. The Story Isn't Over Till God Speaks 
 
 A. The coverup did not keep the facts from God or stay His judgment.  
And the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, Arise, go 
down to meet Ahab king of Israel, which is in Samaria: behold, he is in the 
vineyard of Naboth, whither he is gone down to possess it. (1 Kings 21:17-18)  
 
 B. God would do for Naboth what the man could not do for himself. 
And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the LORD, Hast thou killed, 
and also taken possession? And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith 
the LORD, In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick 
thy blood, even thine. (1 Kings 21:19) 
 



 C. Murder cannot be covered-up around God.  And the LORD said 
unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: Am I my 
brother's keeper?  And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's 
blood crieth unto me from the ground. (Genesis 4:9-10) 
 
 D. Though evil at first appears to prosper, justice eventually prevails.  
And Adonibezek said, Threescore and ten kings, having their thumbs and their 
great toes cut off, gathered their meat under my table: as I have done, so God 
hath requited me. And they brought him to Jerusalem, and there he died. 
(Judges 1:7) 
 
 E. There is no safe way to sin.  He made a pit, and digged it, and is fallen 
into the ditch which he made.  His mischief shall return upon his own head, 
and his violent dealing shall come down upon his own 
pate. (Psalm 7:15-16) along with   The LORD is known by the judgment 
which he executeth: the wicked is snared in the work of his own hands. (Psalm 
9:16) 
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