We Are Doomed!
2 Kings 6:8-23

I. Syria Wanted War with Israel

A. Syria's king had a plan. Then the king of Syria warred against Israel, and took counsel
with his servants, saying, In such and such a place shall be my camp. (2 Kings 6:8)

B. From time to time, kings need to be reminded Who is the high king. The king's heart is
in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever he will. (Proverbs

21:1) along with There is no wisdom nor understanding nor counsel against the LORD. (Proverbs
21:30)

C. God repeatedly exposed the Syrian plan through Elisha. And the man of God sent unto
the king of Israel, saying, Beware that thou pass not such a place; for thither the Syrians are come
down. And the king of Israel sent to the place which the man of God told him and warned him of,
and saved himself there, not once nor twice. (2 Kings 6:9-10)

D. The Syrian king jumped to a natural, worldly conclusion. Therefore the heart of the king
of Syria was sore troubled for this thing; and he called his servants, and said unto them, Will ye not
shew me which of us is for the king of Israel? (2 Kings 6:11)

E. Once more a servant knew what the powerful did not; God directs Providence. And one
of his servants said, None, my lord, O king: but Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel, telleth the king
of Israel the words that thou speakest in thy bedchamber. (2 Kings 6:12)

F. Caution is important for more than just kings. Curse not the king, no not in thy thought;
and curse not the rich in thy bedchamber: for a bird of the air shall carry the voice, and that which
hath wings shall tell the matter. (Ecclesiastes 10:20)

II. Israel Was Terrified

A. The king set out to silence the prophet. And he said, Go and spy where he is, that I may
send and fetch him. And it was told him, saying, Behold, he is in Dothan. Therefore sent he
thither horses, and chariots, and a great host: and they came by night, and compassed the city about.
(2 Kings 6:13-14)

B. At first, a disinterested observer would have assumed Syria had the upper hand. And
when the servant of the man of God was risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host compassed
the city both with horses and chariots. And his servant said unto him, Alas, my master! how shall
we do? (2 Kings 6:15)

C. Elisha knew the actual situation. And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are
more than they that be with them. (2 Kings 6:16)



D. Fear has a strange way of dimming the memory of God's great mercy. And Moses said
unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will shew to
you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever.

(Exodus 14:13)

E. Believers have heavenly promises to comfort them even in the most difficult situations.
Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, 1
will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness. Behold, all they that
were incensed against thee shall be ashamed and confounded: they shall be as nothing; and they
that strive with thee shall perish. Thou shalt seek them, and shalt not find them, even them that
contended with thee: they that war against thee shall be as nothing, and as a thing of nought. For I
the LORD thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee. Fear not,
thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel; I will help thee, saith the LORD, and thy redeemer, the
Holy One of Israel. (Isaiah 41:10-14)

F. All Israel really needed was prayer and a larger vision. And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD,
I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and
he saw: and, behold, the Mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha. And
when they came down to him, Elisha prayed unto the LORD, and said, Smite this people, I pray
thee, with blindness. And he smote them with blindness according to the word of Elisha. (2 Kings
0:17-18)

ITI. Wait for the End Before Evaluating Things

A. God Who opens eyes can close them just as easily. And when they came down to him,
Elisha prayed unto the LORD, and said, Smite this people, I pray thee, with blindness. And he
smote them with blindness according to the word of Elisha. (2 Kings 6:18)

B. The men of this world make poor judges of reality. Professing themselves to be wise, they
became fools, And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to
corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. Wherefore God also
gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies
between themselves: Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the
creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. (Romans 1:22-25)

C. Those who refused to be led by God found themselves led by a man serving God. And
Elisha said unto them, This is not the way, neither is this the city: follow me, and I will bring you to
the man whom ye seek. But he led them to Samaria. And it came to pass, when they were come
into Samaria, that Elisha said, LORD, open the eyes of these men, that they may see. And the
LORD opened their eyes, and they saw; and, behold, they were in the midst of Samaria. (2 Kings
0:19-20)

D. Israel then defeated the Syrians with kindness. And the king of Israel said unto Elisha,
when he saw them, My father, shall I smite them? shall I smite them? And he answered, Thou



shalt not smite them: wouldest thou smite those whom thou hast taken captive with thy sword and
with thy bow? set bread and water before them, that they may eat and drink, and go to their master.
And he prepared great provision for

them: and when they had eaten and drunk, he sent them away, and they went to their master. So
the bands of Syria came no more into the land of Israel. (2 Kings 6:21-23)

E. God's ways are not man's ways. If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if
he be thirsty, give him water to drink: For thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, and the
LORD shall reward thee. (Proverbs 25:21-22) along with Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed
him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. Be not
overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. (Romans 12:20-21)
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