
Where the Problem Started 
Genesis 3:1-24; Galatians 3:1-29 / Genesis 2:15-25 
  

I. The Story of Sorrow Opens in Eden 
  

A. The tempter approached Eve.  Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD 
God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the 
garden? (Genesis 3:1) 

B. The question seemed innocent.  And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of 
the garden:  But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, 
neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. (Genesis 3:2-3) 

C. Remember God’s precise statement.  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the 
garden thou mayest freely eat:  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in 
the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. (Genesis 2:16-17) 

D. The tempter switched Eve’s focus from God to herself.  And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not 
surely die:  For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be 
as gods, knowing good and evil. (Genesis 3:4-5) 

E. An ordinary and otherwise innocent act introduced guilt and shame.  And when the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took 
of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.  And the eyes of 
them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made 
themselves aprons.  (Genesis 3:6-7) 

F. Evasion, cover-up, and fear appeared.  And they heard the voice of the 
LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the 
LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.  And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?  
And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. (Genesis 3:8-10) 

II. Judgment Followed 
  

A. God called on Adam to explain the situation.  And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten 
of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? (Genesis 3:11) 

B. Characteristic human blame-shifting followed.   And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, 
she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.  And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast 
done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. (Genesis 3:12-13) 

C. God sentenced the serpent.  And the LORD God said unto the serpent, 
Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou 
go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life:  And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. (Genesis 3:14-15) 

D. God sentenced the woman.  Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in 
sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. 
(Genesis 3:16) 

E. God sentenced the man.  And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and 
hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy 
sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;  Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and 
thou shalt eat the herb of the field;  In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; 
for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. (Genesis 3:17-19) 

F. Death then became the norm.  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: (Romans 5:12) 

G. God holds out hope for all creation and people in particular.  For we know that the whole creation groaneth and 
travaileth in pain together until now.  And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. (Romans 
8:22-23) 

  
III. Christ Has Good News for Bad Gardeners 
  

A. Since the problem began with Adam, the solution can come through a new 
Adam.  Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness 
of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life.  For as by one man’s disobedience many were made 
sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.  (Romans 5:18-19) 



B. The garden events explain the necessity for and function of the substitutionary atonement.   For when we were 
yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:6,8) 

C. The wrath which history and experience reveal lose their terror  through 
Christ.  Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.  For if, when we 
were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his 
life.  And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the 
atonement. (Romans 5:9-11) 

D. The curse is real and its pains will not go away, but the blessing is also real and it will eclipse the pain.  For by 
grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man 
should boast.  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them. (Ephesians 2:8-10) 

E. The future opens into more than the garden contained – the Habitation of 
God.  Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of 
God;  And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;  
In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:  In whom ye also are builded 
together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. (Ephesians 2:19-22) 

  
 


